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Pioneers of the most outstanding 


developments of Library Binding 
i. 


THE SERRATED EDGE GUARDING 


In 1928 we introduced another improvement. We noticed that where the leaves 

of rebound books were of particularly poor paper, the straight edge of the 

uards acted as a cutting edge, so the Serrated Edge Guard was designed by us. 

he pliable tips of the serrated edges bend over with the leaves, giving the 
necessary strength, and doing away with the cutting edge. 
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Editorial 
THERE are now so many meetings of the Library Association and its branches and sections 
that the good custom of recoeding meetings and the discussions at them has fallen into 
desuetude. In a way it is a gain, for when the discussion was commonplace the account of 
a meeting became a mere list of those who attended and spoke, bones without flesh ; but in 
the days when The Library Association Record really was a record, its reports were a part of 
the educational and informational material of every librarian. Something should be done 
about this, because 1938 opened with a series of meetings which all deserved the fullest 
report. The principal one was the investiture meeting of the President of the Library 
Association on January 17th. The attendance was greater than that at any meeting of librarians 
in recent years, of course other than the Annual Conference. Chaucer House was beautifully 
arranged, decorated and lighted for the occasion, an atmosphere of cheerfulness and 
camaraderie pervaded the affair. The speeches were limited to a few preliminary words by 
the retiring President, the Archbishop of York, before placing the ieadien on his successor’s 
neck ; a brief, but deserved negyric of Dr. Temple’s services by Mr. Berwick Sayers ; 
and then a delightful Sictssaiolannees from His Grace. The serious point the Archbishop 
made was his surprise at learning the wide extent of the library movement and his conviction 
that it must be of great value to the community. His lighter touch was exquisite ; especially 
his Story of the ceremonial key, which broke in the lock and jammed it when he was opening 
a library in State, and of his pause to settle paar the ethical point as to whether he coul 
conscientiously declare he fad“ ned” a place when he had made it impossible for 
anyone to get in until a carpenter hhad bee been fetched. Altogether a memorable evening, which 
proved, too, as a guest rightly said, that one cannot easily entertain librarians, but, if you 
get them together in comfortable conditions, they entertain themselves right well. 
* + * * * * 

There was the Inaugural Meeting of the Association of Assistant Librarians which 
deserved real reporting ; but there is no word of it in The Library Assiffant ; indeed, owe a 
for very brief announcements of its activities, as a functioning meeting society, the A.A 
might not exist so far as the official journal is concerned. The meeting at the London School 
of Economics was addressed by Professor Harold J. Laski, whose interest in library matters 
is real. He was fluent and pointed, and his main arguments seemed to be that impartiality 
in all things, even aggressive impartiality, was essential—a point which may be accepted ; 
that the library profession was ill-paid and shabby-genteel because of its acquiescent acceptance 
of inferior pay and status—a point that might be accepted if it were accompanied by a practical 
method for successful rebellion against unfair conditions ; and that technical training was of 
no special importance, because what was wanted in the library candidate was creative imagina- 
tion. In the discussion that followed, the President of the Library Association asked, with 
some justice, how the possession of this quality could be tested in a candidate of sixteen 
coming before an appointing committee. But, as Mr. Laski had unavoidably left the meeting, 
the question was not answered. 

* * * 7 * * 

A third meeting of excellent quality was the Inaugural Meeting of the London and 

Home Counties Branch of the Library Association. At this meeting, held in Chaucer House, 


Vol. xl. No. 462 


q 
} 
F 1938 
> 
id 
¥ 
> 
Pi 
: 
4 
4 
bp 
af 
he 
ved 
at 


154 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Mr. James Wilks took over the chairmanship which Mr. Geo. R. Bolton has held with such 
success for two years. It is rather an innovation that a university librarian should occupy 
the chair, and the admirable manner in which he conduéted his first meeting shows that the 
Committee knew how to choose. Three really good addresses were heard on the art of the 
reviewer, from the points of view of librarian (Mr. Frank M. Gardner), the reviewer (Mr. 
Howard Spring), and the editor (Mr. Scott James). The “ book of the month ” came under 
severe criticism as creating mass thinking, but that it did this was denied by Mr. Spring 
who found his recommendation of Olaf Stapledon has not created any real demand. Mr. 
Scott James boldly, and we think truly, said that two-thirds of the books published ought not 
to be published at all; and there was a sound plea for more practical factual reviewing, 
with a proper account of the format of books. bv very word uttered at that meeting should 
be read by all libearians ; but where ? 
* * * * 

The first duty after his investiture undertaken by the President of the L.A. (Mr. Berwick 
Sayers) was a public address for the Library Society of W: eymouth. That borough adopted 
the Library Acts as long ago as 1893, not to put them into effec but to prevent any other 
power forcing them upon the town. To-day, as all our readers know, Weymouth has the 
unenviable distinétion of being the only borough, except Swindon (which, however, has 
its estimable G.W.R. Institute), which has no public library. As one writer has said, the 
loss Weymouth has sustained by its refusal and denial of library privileges to its people is 
incalculable. The Library Society has kept the matter alive and energised it of late, and the 
address of Mr. Sayers and that of Mr. P. S. J. Welsford (Secretary of the L.A.), which followed 
it, gave new ammunition to the local advocates of the library. 

* * * * * * 

The use librarians make of the press is a matter of consequence, and the use the press 
makes of library matters may also be so. Sometimes amusing discussions occur, as when 
at Barnes a gift of foreign books led to a discussion of whether foreign books should be in 
public libraries or not. The press, and many people, too, suffer from a sheer inability to 
write or pronounce the name “ Library Association.” They can manage “ Libraries’ ” 
and “* Librarians’ Association.” The phrase is simple enough but the disability endures, and 
the error has occurred several times in the last month. One paper has had a justly-earned 
eulogy of the work for children which Mr. Roebuck does at Walthamstow, which was 
followed by a letter from the Member of Parliament for Battersea pointing out that children 
were dealt with there. It would seem that newspapers forget within the Com because they 
have dealt with library work for the young over and over again. There is a good side to 
this. Our old doings may still be new news, and we ought perhaps to organize our pr —— 
services again. This need was again made apparent when on February 3rd Mr. S.W. Alexander 
made himself responsible in The Evening Standard for the undefensible declaration, in large 
type, of a completely imaginary growing revolt against expenditure on public libraries. 

* * * * 


We hear that the University of London School of Librarianship is organizing an Easter 
Vacation School at Munich, which will last about ten days. Nothing could be better for 
British librarians than to make contaéts with their German colleagues, and we hope that the 
entry will be a good orie. The cost, we understand, will be about a pound a day all told. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the Direétor at University College, Gower Street. 

* * * * * * 

A new President of the Library Association has just been installed, but already the next 
one has been nominated. Mr. Arundell Esdaile is a popular choice. Physically, the Secretary 
of the British Museum is, we think, the biggest man in the profession ; his inches are noble, 
and his fine leonine appearance would add splendour to any office. Mentally, he is a big 
man, too. A good speaker; a scholar of the humanities of unusual breadth ; a thoughtful 
writer with a cultured and crystal-clear diction, he excels in both prose and verse; a vice- 
president of the L.A., with a long, loyal record of service as Editor, Chairman, Examiner and 
Teacher. His eleétion will, we hope, bring into greater prominence those libraries and 
librarians who are perhaps a little submerged by the greater numbers of municipal librarians 
and libraries, to the better love and advantage of both. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 155 


Classification in Great Britain: a Brief Survey 


By LEONARD THORNTON. 


Practica classification in Great Britain is, comparatively speaking, a recent innovation. 
Just over thifty years ago an article was published deploring the lack of classification in 
British public libraries!, but since that time the need for systematic arrangement in any 
colle@ion of volumes has been duly appreciated. The introduétion of open access, and the 
abolition of the indicator, have stressed this necessity, although, incidentally, there are at 
least seven public libraries in this country where indicators are still in use. Larger stocks, 
an increase in the number of borrowers, and the development of educational facilities have 
made it imperative that librarians should utilise every means to make the books in their 
charge as accessible as possible to the general public. 

The arrangement of the volumes is of utmost importance, for it displays the stock to 
the potential borrower, and upon its effect on the ro nage blic, depends the success or otherwise, 
of the library system. A@ually very few members of the general public understand the elements 
of book classification, but they do realise that it brings together works on relative subjeés, 
and this introduces the probability of giving satisfaction even if a desired work is not stocked, 
or is in circulation. 

Unfortunately there are numerous schemes of classification in existence that have evolved 
in the vain attempt to find the ideal scheme, suitable for all types of libraries. Several have 
given complete satisfaction at the time of introduction, but modern conditions, research and 
change of outlook have rendered them of little praétical value. Some have proved suitable 
only for certain types of libraries, while most have caused disappointment to librarians, who, 
expecting expert revision in all subjeéts at frequent intervals, have adopted the schemes, 
and finally revised, modified and extended them, almost beyond recognition. To adopt 
another scheme would be futile, as this would probably be considered inadequate in t 
near future. 

At the time of its inception the Dewey decimal scheme was considered ideal by many 
librarians, and it certainly revolutionized the subjeé of library classification. More recently 
has it attracted much criticism, owing to the lack of suitable revision in all classes, new editions 
being issued with only certain subje&ts brought up-to-date, while others are entirely 
neglected.? te ¢ 

Furthermore, the increasing length of its notation is objected to, while the arrangement 
of the main classes, and the inclusion of certain subjects under these headings have evoked 
the criticism of many librarians, particularly those in special libraries, for many years. 

Despite these disadvantages, the Dewey system of classification is still largely used in 
public libraries, and for the classification of a general colle€tion of books, this scheme offers 
distin —- Special libraries present fresh problems, and Dewey does not classify 
minutely enough certain subjects that are to be encountered in this type of library. The 
following rough table has been compiled from The Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries 
Year Book, 1937,’ showing the schemes of classification in use in various types of libraries 
in Great Britain. Unfortunately this publication does not include details of classification 
for all the libraries enumerated, and the entries are not standardized. In many cases it is 
difficult to determine which scheme is in use, and the table is thus incomplete, but it does, 
nevertheless, indicate the relative popularity of the various schemes of book classification. 


| Edward McKnight. A weak point in library administration ; the absence of exaét classification from 
British Public libraries. Library Association Record, Vol. 8 (1906), pp. 289-95. 

2 Margaret Mann. The decimal classification. Special Libraries, Vol. 24 (1933), Pp. 231. 

3B. B. Schofield. The future of “‘ Dewey.” Library Association Record, Ser. 3 (1933), pp. 245-59- 

4 Ibid. The revision of “ Dewey.” Library Association Record, Set. 4 (1934), 31-4. 

5 Elizabeth S. Radtke. The new D.C.—a critical review. JS, Vol. 24 (1933), PP. 37-40. 

6 J. L. Thornton. The Dewey Classification and the special li y gro pet, Vol. $8 (1933), p. 789. 

7 Tenth edition, correéted to August, 1937, Gravesend, Alex. J. Philip, 1937. 
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University Other 
Public County <> College Special Total 
Brown oe ee = @ 
Susyect (probably not Brown) .. 9 .. 1 3 14 27 
LrBrary OF CONGRESS 3 5 9 
Own SCHEME - 5 8 


These figures show the immense popularity of Dewey in public libraries, where it is 
gradually replacing Brown, and also its success in county libraries where it is used almost 
exclusively. One reason for its continued use in many libraries is the absence of a more 
suitable scheme, and a distaste for adopting an alternative that may present the same dis- 
advantages at a future date. Furthermore, although only eight of the libraries listed above 
as using Dewey admit modification or revision, it is a faét that very few libraries apply it 
without substantial alterations. 

Of the libraries using Brown, eleven specify the Subje& scheme and five the Adjustable. 
Although this scheme is being gradually displaced by Dewey, it is still found suitable for 
British libraries, finding many supporters. When the proposed new edition is published 
it will probably regain its popularity,® but it demands urgent modernization to bring it up 
to present day requirements. 

The schemes labelled “ Subje&” usually indicate the division of the literature into 
broad subjeéts, arrangement then being alphabetical. It is probable that “ Alphabetical ” 
and perhaps “ Own scheme ” aJso signify this method of arrangement, although the latter 
designation applied to special libraries frequently indicates scholarly schemes of classification 
adapted to the special requirements of the respective foundations. 

The Universal Decimal Classification, also known as the Brussels expansion of Dewey, 
has been adopted only by special libraries, although it is thought to be in use in at least one 
public library, but perhaps it will become more popular with the completion of the English 
translation. The method of publication, however, makes this unlikely. One must remember 
that this scheme of classification is more frequently applied to the classified catalogue, the 
books themselves being arranged by Dewey. The complete rearrangement of the Brussels 
scheme is contemplated by the Institut International de Documentation, and may be developed 
and used by the Brussels Institute in about 1940. 

According to the table, the Library of Congress scheme has only nine adherents in 
Great Britain, but it deserves consideration by university and special libraries. It is thought 
that a one-volume edition would be welcomed, and increase the value of this classification 
scheme. 

One public library still uses the scheme evolved by Cutter, and although not recommended 
for modern use, at least one large American university is classified by this method." 

Comparison between the table here given and one published by Mr. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers in 1932," shows an increase in the use of Dewey, probably at the expense of Brown, 
while the same article indicates the enormous growth in popularity of the former scheme 
since the year 1926. 


8 W. P. Preston. The Subjeé Classification and the future. ey A World, Vol. 40 (1937), pp. 31-2. 
9 J. L. Thornton. The Universal Decimal Classification. Library Association Record, Vol. 39 (1937), P- 452- 
10 W. Howard Philips. A primer of book classification. London, Association of Assiflant Librarians 


1937, Pp. 160-1 
11 Bliss Law. The expansive classification in use. reg eye Vol. 4 (1934), pp. 265-9. 
12 W. C. Berwick Sayers. What classifications ? Library World, fol. 37 (1932-3), pp. a 
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The scholarly scheme of classification evolved by Mr. H. E. Bliss is of great interest 
and worthy of careful study, but the complete schedules have not yet been made generally 
available. Similarly, the Colon Classification of Mr. S. R. Raganathan is not to be encountered 
in use in this country, for it is essentially Indian in outlook. Its minuteness of classification 
makes it comparable with the Brussels scheme, and its notation is extremely large. It is the 
work of a pioneer spirit in Indian librarianship, and its carefully worked-out schedules compel 
the admiration of all interested in library classification. The Colon Classification is in use 
in the Madras University, and should prove popular in Eastern libraries, although unsuitable 
for general adoption. 


The need of a scheme for universal adoption in all types of libraries is frequently stressed, 
the advantages of which are obvious. Perhaps a scheme built upon the plans of Cutter, 
consisting of several separate classifications, each modulating into the other, would meet 
this need, but it is doubtful if any existing scheme could be used as a basis. 


A Stimulating article describing a new system of classification appears in The Library 
Quarterly.* By this method, books are divided into periods, each representing a cultural 
epoch, and classified by subject within each period. It is claimed that “ Period Classification ” 
will prove of value owing to its elasticity in not being confined to past and present, but, 
recognising the advancement of civilization and research, it provides for the future. The 
idea has much to commend it, and should be of particular value to university libraries. 


It has been shown that public and county libraries in Great Britain use the Dewey scheme 
of classification to a considerable extent, and also that at least eight university and college 
libraries are classified by this system. From particulars supplied by the Library Association 
Information Bureau, acknowledged to be incomplete, the schemes of classification in use 
in British universities are seen to be as follows :— 


Library of Universal Fixed 
Congress Decimal Home Made Shelf Mark 
9 2 10 2 


It is believed that a large proportion of the “ home-made” schemes are actually fixed 
location, and at least one of the universities under this heading has collections arranged 
chronologically, by Dewey, by subje& with fixed location, and by the Brussels Expansion. 
It is probable that many university and college libraries are in urgent need of re-classification,4 
but the momentous task cannot be lightly undertaken in the absence of a scheme of classifica- 
tion showing distin& proof that it will not quickly become obsolete. 


CONCLUSIONS. 

(1) The Dewey scheme of classification is in use in an overwhelmingly large proportion of 
public and county libraries. 

(2) This scheme has been replacing those of Brown, but the proposed revision of the latter 
may regain its popularity. 

(3) Many libraries, although dissatisfied with Dewey, retain it owing to the lack of a suitable 
substitute. 

(4) The Library of Congress scheme is gees growing in favour in university libraries, 
but is not receiving the support it deserves. 

(5) There are numerous libraries in need of re-classification, but there is no scheme that can 
be considered as ideal for adoption, as the same criticism as is now directed against 
certain systems, will probably be applicable to others in the future. 


13 John L. Lund and Mortimer Taube. A non-expansive classification sy$tem : an introduction to period 
classification. Library Quarterly, Vol. 7 (1937), PP. 373-94- 
14 J. L. Thornton. Classification in university and college libraries. Library World, Vol. 40 (1937), pp. 35-6. 
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The Induction of the 
President of the Library Association 


Tue induétion of Mr. Berwick Sayers to the Presidency of the Library Association on January 
17th at Chaucer House was a more than usually pleasant and interesting occasion. 

It was pleasant because the ceremony was performed in the presence of nearly four 
hundred people engaged in every kind of librarianship, state, learned and scientific, urban 
and county, as well as of representatives of local authorities. And not only was every branch 
of librarianship represented, but every age and position too. We noticed the great majority 
of those who had been intimately associated with his work in the Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion nearly thirty years ago; almost everybody who went on the pre-war Easter Schools 
was there, librarians from the great provincial cities came to do him honour, and the younger 
generation, with whom the future of librarianship rests, was there in good numbers, too, 
With the exception of the Annual Conference, which is something quite different, it was the 
largest and most delightful assemblage of librarianship that we can recall. 

It was interesting because it afforded the President an opportunity of tendering to the 
retiring President, His Grace the Lord Archbishop of York, Dr. Temple, the thanks of the 
Association for the honour he had conferred on it by accepting the office in a Coronation 
Year that must have made almost unparalleled demands on his time, and for the interest that 
His Grace had shown in libraries, literature and adult education over very many years. It 
is seldom that a figure so prominent in the public life of the day occupies our Presidential 
chair, and unique that the figure should be an Archbishop of York. 

At the end of a delightful speech, the Archbishop invested Mr. Berwick Sayers with 
the Presidential badge of office, accepting in turn a replica of it as a souvenir of his own term 
of office. 

In a journal of this sort it is almost superfluous to say that on very few occasions, if on 
any, can there have been greater unanimity of opinion in the choice of President, for there 
can scarcely be a single person engaged in librarianship who is not aware of Mr. Sayers’ 
services to it, and to those engaged in it. 

In a news cutting that has reached us it is Stated that Mr. Sayers attributes his honour 
to the high place which the Croydon Public Libraries have occupied in the library world 
for many years. While this is doubtless true in a very large measure (for it cannot be without 
significance that of the few public librarians who have occupied the office of President, 
three have been connected with those Libraries, Messrs. Jast, Savage, and now Sayers), it 
is only just to add that he has fully earned his title to the office by reason of the many personal 
contributions he has made to librarianship ; his literary work, the best correspondence course 
in classification there has ever been—that was twenty-seven or twenty-eight years ago, his 
library talks at many libraries in days gone by, his work on the Council of the Library 
Assistants’ Association, resulting quite definitely in better conditions of service, and, of 
course, his work in more recent years on the Council of the Library Association. 

We feel sure it is the sincere wish of every reader that his term of office will be as happy 
a one from his personal point of view as it will be construétive from our professional one. 


A New Borrower’s Voucher 


Tue Newark Book Charging System, with certain modifications, is in operation in the 
Colchester Lending Department, and it has been found inadvisable to change to another 
system since the building provides no room for queues entering or leaving the Department. 

As is well known, the borrowers’ register is an integral part of the Newark System. 
The necessity of its compilation and the need for frequent reference to the borrowers’ register 
constitute a drawback to this and other systems, and, to eliminate this compilation and to 
facilitate rapid reference a revised type of enrolment voucher has been introduced. 


uf 
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The voucher now consists of a card Gins. by sins., perforated into two parts, 
each 3ins. by sins., the bottom half consisting of the usual borrower’s form and the upper 
portion consisting of the borrower’s name and address only. The borrower is required to 
fill in both parts of the voucher, the top line being completed by the staff as usual, the one 
portion bearing name and number and the other number and name; and the parts are then 
filed in two sequences arranged alphabetically and numerically respectively. Thus, the 
usual borrowers’ register in the form of a bulky ledger has been eliminated and the public 
do some of the routine work previously required of the Staff. 

In view of the difficulties libraries which are now adopting the Dickman Charging 
System are experiencing in maintaining in good order their ledger borrowers’ registers, it is 
suggested that this much more mobile method of keeping a dual register of names and 
numbers on cards may be worth their consideration. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP SHOULD COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN 
IT TO THE LIBRARY INTACT. 


Fig I. 


COLCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF LENDING LIBRARY. 


Write Legibly in Ink. *Ratepayer 
Resident 
I, being a Non- Student 
(Name in full, state whetber Mrs. or Miss) Resident | Employee 


in the Borough of Colchester, hereby apply for a Ticket entitling me to 
borrow books from the Lending Library in accordance with the rules, by 


which I agree to be bound. 
* I desire also to receive the second Ticket on which Non-Fiction only may be drawn. 


Age (if under 21) 
If Non-Resident, 


Business Address or School 
* Cross out the words not required. 


DO NOT FOLD THIS CARD. P.T.O. 


Fig Il. 
The printing on the back of Figure II. is similar to that ordinarily found on library 
vouchers. 
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No Man’s Child: The Adolescent Library 


By Miss F. M. Lyrucoe (Liverpool Public Libraries). 
(Concluded) 


Another way in which the library can do excellent work is with the young people awaiting 
employment. Following the establishment of Junior Instruction Centres for the younger 
unemployed, a scheme has been inaugurated at Liverpool with the approval of the Minister 
of Labour, whereby those attending the centres for instruction should become members of 
the libraries and pursue their reading under the guidance of the librarian and of the authorities 
at the Centre. Though the scheme is still in the experimental stages a few details may be of 
interest. 

I must first explain that in Liverpool we charge 2d. for an adult and 1d. for a juvenile 
ticket. At one of the large instruction centres there are about 500 boys. Each of these boys 
takes out a library ticket at the nearest branch—namely, Kensington. Although the boys are 
turned 14 they are allowed to have a ticket for 1d. This amount is paid by arrangement 
between the Minister of Labour and the Education Committee. As new batches of boys 
join the Centre they are taken to the library by one of the masters with their application forms. 
(The master pays the 1d. for each boy). 

The boys are then welcomed by the librarian, shown round the library and allowed to 
seleét one book each. These books are put aside and later sent to the instruction centre. 
There are thus about 500 books on loan from the library to the instruction centre. These 
books are shelved at the centre, and the boys allowed to read them at stated periods at the 
centre. For obvious reasons they are not lent for home reading. This stock is supplemented 
by 500 books given to the centre—books which have been withdrawn from circulation, but 
which are still in serviceable condition. Thus the centre possesses a stock of roughly 1,000 
books for 500 boys—not really a bad proportion. 

When a boy finds work and so leaves the centre, the superintendent gives him a talk on 
libraries and what the library has to offer, and gives him a card addressed to the librarian 
of the branch nearest to the boy’s home. Suppose the nearest branch is Kirkdale, the card 
will read thus : 

From Edge Hill Junior Instruction Centre. 
To the Librarian, Kirkdale Branch Library. 
Name : Thomas Jones. 
Address : 42, Ferguson Street. 

The above-named reader who has been attending this Centre, is now 
leaving to take up employment and wishes to transfer his ticket from the 
Kensington Branch to your Library. 

Meanwhile, any one book of the colleétion on loan to the centre is returned to the 
Kensington Branch and the boy’s form is sent to Kirkdale where a ticket is made out for him. 
When he appears at the library with his card this ticket is given to him with no extra charge, 
the librarian shows him round, establishes friendly contaét and tries to make him realise the 
possibilities of the library service. 

If, however, the boy does not appear at Kirkdale (in many cases he is so excited about his 
new job that he has lost his card, and for the first week or two has no time to think of 
libraries) the librarian who has his form (in this case the Librarian of the Kirkdale Branch) 
sends the following letter to the boy : 

Dear Sir, 

The borrower’s ticket which was issued to you when you were 
attending the Edge Hill Instruétion Centre has been transferred to me 
for your use at this library. 

The ticket is now available and entitles you to borrow books from all 
classes in the Senior Library, including stories and novels for your leisure 
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hours and books on subjeéts which will be helpful to you in work and 
hobbies. If you have lost your card of introduétion you need only bring 
this letter with you when claiming your ticket. 
Yours faithfully, 
Branch Librarian. 


This does not, however, meet every case. Many boys obtain employment and leave the 
instruction centre without informing the superintendent. They remain on the register for 
one month and their names are then crossed off. In order not to lose these boys the Librarian 
of the Kensington Branch goes to the instruction centre periodically and obtains the names 
of boys who have so left. Suppose there are 15. In that case 15 books are returned to the 
library and the form for each of those 15 boys is sent to the branch library nearest his own 
home. The librarian of that library then sends to the boy a card : 

Walton Branch. 
Dear Sir, 
I have been informed that you have left the Edge Hill Instruétion 
Centre in order to take up employment. If you will bring this card to this 
library, you will receive a borrower’s ticket free of charge. 


Yours faithfully, 
Branch Librarian. 


Thus contaé has been established with every boy in that particular Instruction Centre, 
and even if some of them do not respond at the time, at least they do know of the existence of 
the library and may remember it and come to it later. 

The scheme has only been in operation for a few months, so unfortunately no Statistics 
of its working are available, but reports from the centre testify to the value of the scheme in 
the opinion of the staff there. 

This is the most complete scheme in operation in Liverpool, and will probably be 
extended if it proves its value, but at one or two other centres batches of withdrawn books 
are sent from the library, talks are arranged by the library staff and the superintendents do 
their best to encourage the children to take out tickets for themselves at their local branch 
library. 

Periodicals are also issued to these centres in batches. The magazines are those taken 
from the Public Reading Room, one week after date. Both the illustrated papers and more 
practical journals are sent. They circulate between four centres—when Centre A receives a 
new batch of magazines the old ones are passed on to Centre B, which passes i¢s old batch 
to Centre C. The old papers from Centre C go to Centre D, and the old ones from Centre D 
are returned to the library. 

It was suggested by one centre that magazines and books might be recovered and 
repaired by their Bookcraft Class, and this would no doubt prove an additional source of 
interest. 

If these schemes can be extended to all centres it will mean that all young people in the 
city who are unemployed, or temporarily unemployed, will have been brought into touch 
with the public library. This is excellent, but still leaves much to be desired, for it makes 
no provision for those who have been fortunate enough to obtain work and may be anxious 
to obtain information about their particular trade. These young people are not organised in 
the same way as the unemployed and so are more difficult to reach. 

An effort has been made in one distri& of Liverpool to meet this problem by attra@ting 
the boys before they leave school. This is at the Highfield School which accommodates 
roughly 800 senior boys and girls (ages 12-14). Every boy in this school has a ticket in the 
library, books are selected as with the instruétion centre, and the books then form a library 


at the school. Each term the boys about to leave are brought to the library and introduced | 
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to the librarian, who welcomes them and shows them round the library. Their tickets are 
then transferred from the “‘ Issues to schools ” and the boys may continue to use the library 
on their own. A list of boys leaving school is supplied to the librarian, who can then, if 
they do not make use of their ticket, communicate with them and invite them to do so. 


There is a world of difference between this kind of co-operation between the school and 
the library and the method of teachers urging the very young children to take out tickets. 
As I have said, they should be left to the teacher, but the older children would undoubtedly 
enjoy a visit to the library, if only as an excuse to miss a lesson period, and in the same way 
a visit from the librarian to address the school would be welcomed with the enthusiasm we 
have all accorded to outside speakers who came to interrupt the ordinary school routine. 


However good these schemes may be they are inadequate, because they make no provision 
for a separate Junior Department, but are merely efforts to persuade the young people to 
use the Adult Library. In some libraries it is the custom to provide an alcove, or a few shelves 
labelled Books for Young People. This is better than nothing, and in a very small place 
may be all that is possible or necessary, but in a town of any size a real Junior Department 
is essential. If the schemes I have outlined could be extended to every centre and every school, 
elementary and secondary, the work would obviously be enormous, and would entirely 
justify the formation of a separate department and a separate staff, for such work cannot 
possibly be conduéted satisfactorily as a sideline to other duties. The success of any such 
scheme would depend entirely upon the enthusiasm both of the librarian and of the teachers 
and superintendents of the centres. 

The ideal would be to have a Junior Library which should not be in any sense a Children’s 
Library. We do not want nursery pictures and exhibitions of the kind that are termed 
“ perfectly sweet ” by adults. It is far better to let the Junior Library be almost a replica of the 
Adult. In this way the young people will be accustomed to the use of the catalogue and will 
not be bewildered by the arrangement of the shelves when they go to the Adult Library. 
It is not the physical side of the Junior Library which shall be so different from the Adult 
as that the young people should realise that the department belongs to them and that the 
librarian of it is ready and willing to help them and will not consider them either stupid, or 
a nuisance, if they ask questions. 

To this department would automatically come requests from schools, clubs, and societies, 
for reading lists and advice on the formation of their own libraries. Visits would be made to 
the department by every school in the distrié and the librarian’s duty would be to address 
any gatherings of young péople who expressed a desire to hear him. There would be no 
danger of the librarian not having enough to do. 


With regard to the ages to be catered for, I think we ought not to be too rigid. 1 should 
allow any boy or girl to join the Junior Library who had left an elementary school, or who 
had reached the fifth form in a secondary school, and I should not force them to leave it and 
go to the Adult at any specified age. I should encourage suggestions from the young people 
themselves for new additions to the library, but not always aé on these suggestions, then 
if any one person is often asking for advanced books it could be suggested to him that the 
time had arrived for a transfer to the Adult. People develop mentally at very different rates, 
and while one child might be ready for the Adult at 16, another would prefer to remain in the 
Junior department until 19. Let them take their own time to transfer—mental age is much 
more important than actual age. 

If we as a profession would organise the provision of Junior Departments and the 
publication of a reliable guide to stocking them, possibly even the publication of a young 
people’s magazine, giving book reviews, then the work that we were doing (without en- 
croaching on the teachers’ domain) would be universally recognised. We should no longer 
be considered the Cinderella of the municipal service, but would be acknowledged as being 
on an equality with the teaching profession, and, most important of all, no member of the 
community could, as far as education by books is concerned, be classed as “ no man’s child.” 


| | 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear STENTOR, 


I venture most respectfully to address myself to you since yours is the voice that can 
be heard “ as far as fifty men” and you gave us an adjective, so that you may lift your voice 
aloud and explain to Mr. R. L. W. Collinson, who reviews the professional press so nicely 
in the Record, and tell him that we ancient Greeks are not, really, such wicked old rea€tionaries 
as he occasionally thinks ! 


Lest you should imagine that was my sole purpose I have a short but engaging series 
of questions to put to you, and I should be very glad of a candid reply. 


The first is: Do you accept for your own library those advertisement-stuffed 
Boox Covers AND Book MARKERS 


that are designed to proteé& our volumes from the buttery fingers of heirs apparent and the 
elements, and to serve to mark places in lieu of feathers, sardines, and other oddments, not 
to speak of love-letters, that we find in so many of our returned fidtion. 


I ask because we use both, in return for an annual grant, and I have many times experi- 
enced sharp assaults-at-arms with the shopkeepers who mostly take space to call attention 
to their unparalleled laundries and speétacle services. We are given a quantity insufficient 
to cover or to mark every book issued, the idea being, I gather, to make them serve on several 
occasions. The result is that from time to time an injured innocent posts a spy at the library 
entrance to see if the naughty assistants have duly swathed each book in a cover and inserted 
a marker like a sprig of mint in new potatoes. When it happens that the error of omission 
has been oy Seng then the shopkeeper pays a formal call and belabours me! I was involved 
in a major fracas the other afternoon because the marker space canvasser said that we had 
discontinued using his rival’s covers, and when I said that was not quite true words flew 
like javelins. Anyway, what do you do? 


My second question is simpler to answer. It concerns 


LecTURES FOR CHILDREN 
(I detest the word Juveniles !) and I wish to enquire if you really believe that the hotch-potch 


programmes you assemble are of either consequence or worth. I hold the personal view 
that it is better to try to run a series devoted to a single subje&t—careers, for example. And 
while I am asking questions let me tell you something rather curious. At certain children’s 
le&tures we hold my young men have to deal out rough-and-ready justice. Have you ever 
pitched a “ junior citizen” out for uncitizenlike behaviour in the dusk of a lantern le@ure ? 


We run “ story hours” at our latest branch library, and I have been much interested 
to notice that the children of that distri€t never shuffle, never whisper, never bolt out when 
the hour is done, and, in short, behave marvellously. Whereas at the Central Library, with 
much greater doings such as films, both silent and vocal, we never manage to get that rapt 
attention. Is the fault, dear Brutus, not in our stars but in ourselves ? 

Now for my third genuine query. In your dealings with your Regional Library Bureau 
do you 

Borrow More You LEenpD ? 

I have often wondered. My next-door neighbour has nothing to lend, so far as I 
have observed, and his “‘ list of books wanted ” is almost always dropped in my letter box, even 
though it is properly addressed. I often wonder how it gets there! My own Committee 
members often grow annoyed about the Regional Library scheme, for their neighbours twit 
them upon the disparity in rating, and my debonair gentlemen forbear to say that one cannot 
run a library on less than a thousand a year, and that helps in some measure to account for 
the disparity in rating. 
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My fourth query is somewhat personal. Do you think that 
Make Lecturers ? 
I notice that quite a few of them give semi-professional leftures. 1 have never engaged 
one, for what reason I cannot say, except, perhaps, a foolish whim. I do not refer to the 
self-sacrificing gentlemen who borrow a set of slides from one of the railway companies and 
le€&ture upon the Yorkshire Moors or a Day in London in their own programmes. I have 
often speculated as to why so many colleagues have the itch to lecture and the urge to write. 
I should think that there must be a hundred novels being (or have been) written by librarians. 
Do we get that way because of daily conta&? You should know, since you do neither. 


And now, hail and farewell. I shall await your reply with anxiety, lest I be again accused 
of writing epistles to the Dead Letter Department. 
Vale ! 
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Hypra. 
Dear CALLIMACHUS, 
L.A. ReviewIne. 

I meant to have added a note to my last letter, in which I ventured to mention some of 
the best books of the past thirty years, that I fancied that they might annoy the young man 
who reviews the whole of English library periodical literature in the L.A. Record. To do 
such reviewing, if it is more than a summary and presumes to criticise, demands a back- 
ground of greater depth than is shown by the reviews I have lately read there. I am willing 
to wager that the said reviewer will comment in an olympian manner in the February 
Record. Will you take a wager on it ? ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerreRs ON Our AFFAIRS.” 


—Editor, THe Lrsrary Worp.] 


Personal News 


Miss Vera Margaret Kingston, of 
Walthamstow Public Library, to be Junior 
Assistant, Bethnal Green Public Libraries. 


Miss Daphne Margaret Ring, to be Junior 
Assistant, Bethnal Green Public Libraries. 


H. Philip Spratt, author of “ Libraries for 
Scientific Research in Europe and America,” 
is arranging a special exhibition at the Science 
Museum, South Kensington, to mark the 
centenary of the first crossing of the Atlantic 
Ocean under continuous steam power by the 
paddle steamer “‘ Sirius” in 1838. The exhib- 
ition is entitled “One Hundred Years of 
Trans-Atlantic Steam Navigation,” with 
about 20 models of famous liners, showing an 
outline of the history and development of the 
Atlantic ferry since the advent of the steam- 
ship. Mr. Spratt is writing a small illustrated 
handbook on the subje&, which will be on 
sale price 6d. 


John Leonard Thornton, A.L.A., Librarian, 
Fox Photos, Ltd., to be Assistant Librarian, 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 


Obituary 
THe passing of Miss Elizabeth Sanderson 
Haldane (1862-1937) robs libraries of a friend. 
The sister of Lord Haldane was a pioneer 
amongst women in all social and educational 
movements of worth. As Dean Inge said, at 
the memorial service at St. Columba’s on 
anuary 19th, she was intensely interested in 
tinging the treasures of the mind in art, 
music and literature to the whole people, and 
this was most evidenced in her advocacy of 
popular lending libraries. A Carnegie Trustee, 
and a member of the Executive Committee of 
the National Central Library, and diligent in 
both offices, she left her mark on our move- 
ment. Her books remain, and the last, her 
fascinating From One Century to Another, stands 
as an example of good taste and judgment in 
the self-memorial of a noble life. 

Miss Anne Hinton Foden died on January 
7th, 1938, at the age of 67 years. Miss Foden, 
who retired from the Liverpool Public 
Libraries at the end of March, 1934, after 
38 years service,was Librarian of the Garston 
Branch Library, Liverpool, from 1921 to 1934, 
having previously been Librarian of the 
Sefton Park Branch. 
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Library Topics 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

first of each month. 

BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK.—In the 
January issue of Fordwick is an article, ‘‘ Books 
on Science,” by Professor B. W. Holman, 
O.B.E., Editor of The Scientific Worker. 

BRISTOL.—A bibliography of Edward 
H. W. Meyerstein, poet and novelist, has just 
been issued. 

BURNLEY.—The Burnley Library Journal 
contains a survey of “ The Books of 1937” by 
Mr. Frank Swinnerton, the noted novelist. 


CAMBRIDGE.—The Record and Booklift 
has an article by Councillor David Hardman 
on “ The Pleasures of Reading Shakespeare.” 


COVENTRY.—In the Coventry Bookshelf 
for January-February is the usual excellent list 
of additions to the Library. The list “ Note- 
worthy Books of 1937” seems to us a very 
personal selection. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL.—The first 
issue of Dacaal, the official organ of the Devon 
and Cornwall Division of the Association of 
Assistant Librarians, strikes us as a distinétly 
useful piece of professional journalism—the 
opinions of assistants on how a system is 
working are always of first-class importance. 

FINCHLEY AND FULHAM.—These two 
systems continue their excellent lists of new 
books. 

HALIFAX.—The Readers’ Guide gives an 
excellent sele€tion of new books, with some 
literary notes. 

HENDON.—The Magic Casement, the maga- 
zine of the Junior Libraries, for December is 
just to hand. The annotations are good. 

HORNSEY.—In the Winter number of the 
Book Lift is a good list of books dealing with 
“China and Japan ” in the libraries. 

HYDE.—The review in the Hyde Bookman 
of notable books published last year is appro- 
priately called ‘“‘ One Man’s Meat,” the selec- 
tion being a very haphazard one. 

LEEDS.—The Leeds leaflet, 1937 Achieve- 
ment, contains much value in a little space. 
The seleétion, printing, etc., is all that could 
be desired. 


From Leeds also comes a booklet, Commercial 
Periodicals, which should prove of great value 
to other librarians as well as to the general 
public for which it is intended. 


LEICESTER.—A_ useful leaflet on the 
Commercial Library has been issued. Reports 
show that already 5,579 readers have enrolled 
at the new branch library at St. Barnabas since 
its opening in O&ober. 


LIVERPOOL.—A unique colleéion of 
books and other material illustrated by 
Walter Crane, who was a native of Liverpool, 
has been presented to the Liverpool Public 
Libraries by Arthur T. Young, Esq., of 
Southgate, London. Included in the collec- 
tion are The Children’s Musical Cinderella, 
The Railroad Alphabet, Annie and Jack in 
London, The Absurd ABC, My Mother, and 
other toy books. In addition to books illus- 
trated by Crane, such as The New Forest and 
The First of May, by Wise,The Happy Prince, 
by Oscar Wilde, and The Shepheard’s Calendar, 
by Spenser, the colleGtion contains The Claims 
of Decorative Art, The Basis of Design, Queen 
Summer, A Floral Fantasy, and other books 
of which Crane was both the illustrator and 
the author. Many of Crane’s designs for 
books, wall-papers, tiles, posters, cartoons, 
magazine covers, etc., are represented by some 
four hundred specimens, including posters 
designed in conjunétiion with William Morris 
for the Socialist cause. 


PORTSMOUTH.—The Portsmouth Reader is 
as interesting as usual in the first number of 
its second volume. The list of additions is a 
good one. 


PRESTON.—Preston sends a list of books 
in the libraries on “‘ Peace and War.” 


SOUTHPORT. — From Southport come 
some very attractive booklists. These 
deal with “Cookery and Diet,” “ Sports 
and Pastimes,” Shakespeare,” 
“ Photography.” They are well printed, and 
the selection of books is good. 


WATFORD.—The North Watford branch 
library was opened on December 18th by 
Rt. Hon. the Lord Southwood of Fernhurst. 
This building, the first branch to be opened 
at Watford, cost about £11,000. It is a good 
modern building with lending department, 
reading room and junior library. 
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The Lecture Season, 1937-8 


(Continued). 
By Frank Hickman, A.L.A. 


Tue lecture programmes of many libraries 
fail to produce noteworthy results because 
there is a lack of definite policy behind their 
arrangement. Inevitably they miss the mark, 
for the simple reason that they are direéted 
towards nothing in particular. A well defined 
policy is the sine qua non of successful leéture 
planning. The Bermondsey Public Libraries 
have such a policy which is set forth in their 
January to March leéture booklet. It may be 
helpful to reproduce it here. “ The Libraries 
Committee has arranged this series of Public 
Lectures to provide expert introductions to 
many subjects of interest, and to draw atten- 
tion to the facilities for-home reading in the 
Bermondsey Public Libraries.” This policy 
has, for seasons past, been rewarded by 
capacity audiences and increased use of books. 

In Bermondsey’s current programme three 
extremely successful lectures, covering 
Zoology, Germany, and the Brotherhood of 
the Sea, have already been delivered by 
prominent lecturers. On February 7th, the 
126th anniversary of the birth of Charles 
Dickens, I am due to give “ Reading and 
Riches.” This tribute to the genius of Dickens 
as a public reader | intend to illustrate with a 
reading from “‘ Nicholas Nickleby.” A week 
later Mr. Dwight Long will relate some of 
his exciting sailing experiences in “ Round the 
World in a Ketch.” On February 21st Mrs. 
Cope Morgan will give ‘““A Woman’s Adven- 
ture in Africa.” The story of her motor lorry 
trek of eight thousand five hundred miles 
through Central Africa should stimulate plenty 
of interest in the literature dealing with this 
little known part of the globe. Another 
venturesome woman, the Hon. Mrs. Victor 
Bruce, will visit Bermondsey on March 7th 
to tell of her personal experiences while flying 
alone round the world. With Spring in the 
offing, and thoughts of rambling, hiking and 
holidays already stirring, Mr. Eric Hosking’s 


leG&ture “ Three Eyes in the Countryside,” . 


cannot fail to attraét large numbers to the 
Bermondsey Central Library Hall on February 
28th. That the wonders of the world now 
extend beyond seven will be appreciated by 
those who. take the opportunity of listening 


to Captain W. E. Greenland’s le@ture, “ Great 
Wonders of the World,” on March rth. 
This excellent series will conclude on March 
218t, when Mr. Bernard Newman is scheduled 
to give his thrilling lecture, ‘ Spies in Fa@ 
and Fiétion.” 

It is noticeable that Bermondsey’s synopses 
have been reduced to a bare minimum this 
time, probably to make space for the lengthy 
but well selected book lists. This drastic 
abbreviation has in one or two instances 
resulted in virtual repetition of titles, a fault 
that can only be avoided by the exercise of 
extreme care. 

In last month’s issue the whole of my 
review was devoted to the current le@ure 
programme of the Swinton and Pendlebury 
Public Library. This programme appeared 
to merit the fullest and most laudatory treat- 
ment possible, and it is with the greatest 
pleasure that I have since learned from Mr. 
Frederick Cowles, Chief Librarian, that the 
le€ture season at Swinton and Pendle- 

ury is proving so successful that, although 

accommodation is good, it is being found 
impossible to admit all those who wish to 
attend. How many other libraries ever find 
it necessary to display their “ House Fut.” 
boards ? 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAwreELLe, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 
BEDDINGTON and WALLINGTON Public Library. 


—Annual Report, 1936-1937. Chief 
Librarian, W. J. Hill, F.L.A. Population 


(eStimated), 29,890. Rate, 1.08d. Income 
from Rate, £1,523. Stock: Lending, 
18,391; Reference, 1,421. Additions, 


8,975. Withdrawals, 94. Issues: Lending, 
356,164; Reference, 14,325. Borrowers, 
10,970; extra tickets, 8,273. 

This is the first report to be published by the 
Library Committee and it shows how wonderfully 
well this new service has been received and used by 
the inhabitants. More than a third of the population 
have become registered readers and they have borrowed 
books at an average rate of 30 per head during the past 
year. On an average each book has been taken out by 
19 readers. To cope with this great rush new books 
are being purchased every week, syStematic observation 
of public requirements being made and each seétion 
augmented as rapidly as possible according to demand. 
The recorded figures of the use made of the Reference 
Library represent only a minority of the books con- 
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COUNTY LIBRARIES 


RETROSPECT AND FORECAST 


By E. J. CARNELL, F.L.A. (Branch Librarian, Morecambe, Heysham, and 
Carnforth Branches of the Lancashire County Library). 


Introduction by John D. Cowley, M.A., F.L.A. (Director of the 
University of London School of Librarianship). 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. pp. 256. 10s. 6d. net. 
Scope of the Work 


The second decade of county library history in Great Britain will be completed 
within the next two years. What has been achieved ? What further develop- 
ments are needed and how can they be brought about ? These are the questions 
with which “County Libraries: Retrospect and Forecast’”’ is concerned. 
The history of the establishment and early years of the service is related in 
detail. The weak legal basis of differential rating is exposed and the principle 
of this financial method is attacked. Last year forty-eight million books were 
issued from county libraries in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Is the organisation adequate for this gigantic administrative task? It is 
suggested that the machinery of distribution needs elaborating and a plan for 
district development is brought forward. The section on Authority in Chapter X. 
contains some revolutionary ideas which are likely to provoke discussion 
and are of interest to everyone who is in any way connected with the 
library (not merely the county library) service of this country. This work is 
the only complete and up-to-date account of the development and tendencies 
of the county library service in Great Britain up to the beginning of 1938. 


Contents 


PART 1.—HISTORY. 
Chapter I. Early Days. 
eat Il. Acts of Parliament. 
III. The Nineteen Twenties and a glance at the Thirties. 


PART 2.—MACHINERY. 
Chapter IV. Headquarters—Personnel and Building. 
” V. Stock. 
VI. Distribution. 
» WII. Village Centres. 
» VIII. Branches. 
% IX. Co-operation. Extension Work. Publicity. 


PART 3.—A NEW DEAL. 
Chapter X. Authority. Government. Finance. 
XI. District Development. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street 
LONDON, 
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sulted as at present there is no librarian continuously 
on duty in the room. This department has greatly 
benefitted by the munificent gifts of Sir William Mallin- 
son. It would seem that the Librarian and his Staff 
have an exceedingly busy time ahead of them if the past 
year’s work is any criterion of what is to come, while 
those who have worked so hard in the past for the 
formation of the library must surely feel that their 
labours have been justly rewarded. 


Bristou Public Libraries.—Reading in Bristol : 
Annual Report of the Libraries Committee, 
1936-1937. City Librarian, James Ross, 
F.L.A., F.R.S.L. Population (estimated), 
413,100. Income from Rate, £28,876. 
Total stock, 297,509. Additions, 25,418. 
Withdrawals, 20,207. Issues: Central 
Lending, 217,036; Reference, Library of 
Commerce, etc., 224,362; Branches, 

1,447,051; Schools, 46,982. Borrowers, 
58,998 ; extra tickets, 17,373. Branches, 15. 
efforts of the Authorities to popularise the 

bensite without any unnecessary restrictions, have 

resulted in considerable progress made 

dire&tions in the year being 

circulation again exceeded all previous waa yor 

mounted to nearly 100,000 more than in the year pre- 

vious. The removal of troublesome formalities with 
the registration of borrowers led to a very large increase 
in the number of tickets issued. Many readers have 
also availed themselves of the extra privilege of a third 
ticket, usable for music only. Issues from the lending 

departments reached a total 81,446 above that of 1935-6. 

The Reference Library and the Library of Commerce 

both experienced an increased demand upon their 

resources. Chief among the publications of the year 

was “‘A Library of Business Information,” which is a 

comprehensive guide to the Library of Commerce, 

and which proved a valuable aid to users of that depart- 
ment. The library bindery had a busy year and dealt 
with over 24,000 items. Good progress was made 
with the work on the new library building at Knowle, 
and it is probably by this time opened to the public 

The Committee are giving attention to the om 

needs of residents in the new housing areas, and farther 

branch libraries are to be established i in the near future. 

3,186 scholars attended the 20 “ Half-hour Talks” 

given in the Reference Library. This Report contains 

several intereSting illustrations. 

FoLkEstoNE Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery.—Report for the year ending 
318t March, 1937. Librarian and Director, 
Reginald Howarth, A.L.A. Population 
(1934), 46,095. Rate, 1#d. Income from 
Rate, £3,483. Total stock, 33,501. Addi- 
tions, 3,831. Withdrawals, 4,342. Issues : 
Lending, 305,289; Children’s Library, 
25,739; Hospital, 4,553. Borrowers, 10,904; 
extra tickets, 6,138. Branches, 2. 

Another record in book circulation was attained 
during the past year. The total was the highest in the 


hitory of the Ubracies, being 29,263 above the year 


and 14,996 more than in the peak 1932. 
also a substantial increase in the 
people using the libraries and a considerable expansion 
of essential services during the year. An extra privilege 
granted to borrowers was the use of two non-fiGion 
tickets instead of one as previously. This, no doubt, 
had a great effect on the issue of non-fictional books 
which showed an increase of 23 per cent. on the year, 
There was also good progress made in the service to 
children, the issues being increased by 14 per cent. 
An experimental school library proved a great success, 
The new Cheriton Branch Library, which is to replace 
an existing temporary one, will contain a fully equipped 
modern children’s library and should be in operation 
as these notes are written. That the facilities offered 
are being more widely used each year is a source of 
great satisfaction to the Authorities, and proof that the 
service is most worthily fulfilling its ob bie. 


RapcuiFFe Public Library—Annual Report 
of the Borough Librarian, 1936-1937. 
Borough Librarian and Curator, G.F. Leighton, 
A.L.A. Population (estimated), 27,400. 
Rate, 2.635d. Income from Rate, £1,621. 
Stock: Lending, 21,045 ; Reference, 1,857. 
Additions, 2,405. Withdrawals, 1,185. 


Issues: Lending, 165,811; Children, 
20,242; Reference, 1,659. Borrowers, 
6,356; extra tickets, 1,781. Distributing 


Stations, 2. 

A pleasing feature of the year’s work is the con. 
tinued steady rise in non-fictional reading compared 
with a further fall in the use of fiction. Improvement 
in the industrial position of the Borough is regarded 
as the chief cause of the decreased demand for light 
reading. The issue of books to children has also expe- 
rienced a decline. The problem of shelving space at ate 
Central Library is presenting many difficulties which 
will need solving in the very near future if the service 
is to continue to funétion successfully. The provision 
of library facilities in outlying distri@s is another 
problem needing immediate attention. The two dis- 
tributing Stations continue to serve a most useful 
pose and appear to be well patronised. An exhibition 
of paintings and drawings, etc., by local artists was held 
in the Lecture Hall and attraéted hundreds of visitors. 
Srockport Public Libraries.—Annual Report, 

1936-1937. Borough Librarian, David D. 
Nichols, F.L.A. Population (estimated), 
130,600. Rate, 2.48d. Income from Rate, 
£7,233. Stock: Lending, 66,323; Ref- 
erence, 13,741. Additions, 12,515. With- 
drawals, 11,659. Issues: Lending, 620,498 ; 
Reference, 34,462 ; Schools, 128,663 ; Hos- 
pital, 5,396; Blind, 1,460. Borrowers, 
39,638. 1 Branch. 

For the twelfth successive year the total circulation 
has shown an increase. In the year just closed this 
amounted to 19,154. From the Lending Libraries the 
use in the Reference 
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THE ENGLISH NOVEL 


1740-1850 


A CATALOGUE INCLUDING PROSE ROMANCES, SHORT STORIES 
AND TRANSLATIONS OF FOREIGN FICTION 


By ANDREW BLOCK. With an Introduction by Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit. 
(Author of “‘ The History of the English Novel ”’). 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. pp. xvi., 480. £3 3s. net. Subscription List now open. 


SCOPE OF THE WORK 

This is the first work of its kind to cover the whole ground of the prose fiction of English 
authors during the period from 1740 to 1850. Mr. Andrew Block has studied the British 
Museum Catalogue in detail; and he has constantly availed himself of the information 
to be derived from such recondite works as the Librorum Prohibitorum of Ashbee, and 
from the catalogues of several notable libraries. He has also applied himself to all the 
standard reference books. Besides these valuable sources of information he is indebted 
to such institutions as the University of London Library, the Huntington and other 
American Libraries, the American Antiquarian Society, and to Dr. Ernest Baker, Dr. P. L. 
Carver, Mr. M. Buxton Forman, the late Mr. Roger Ingpen, Mr. R. A. Peddie, and other 
eminent authorities. As shown in the specimen entries below, the author’s name (where 
known) is given first, followed by the title of the book and particulars regarding illustra- 
tions, number of volumes, place of publication, publisher’s name and date (of the first 
edition, unless otherwise stated), and to these points are appended in each case one, two, 
or three sources of information. The book is completed by a full Index of Titles, with 
cross-references, and provides a continuation of Mr. Arundell Esdaile’s Bibliography, which 
dealt with the Novel up to 1739. 


SPECIMEN ENTRIES 
Abbess of Shaftesbury (The); or, The | Abou Ali, Mohammed, Ben Ali, Ben 
Days of John of Gaunt. London,; Hassan Ebn Moclah—aAl Kalomeric, 
Rivington, 1846. (B.M., Eng. Cat.) The Son of Maugraby: An Arabian 
Abbey of St. Asaph (The). 3 vols. 1795.| Tale. Now first faithfully Translated 


[New Ann. Reg.) 

Abbotsmere : or, illustrations of home 

education, by Mary Gertrude, author 

of “ Philip Randolph, a tale of 
ini London, Whittaker, 1846. 


A Tale of Ammon. With a 
frontispiece and vignette. 
London, James Burns, 1842. (B.M.) 

Abduction (The), or, The Adventures of 
Major Sarney ; A Story of the Times 
of Charles the Second. 3 vols. Lon- 
don, Charles Knight, 1825. [B.M., 
Publisher’s advert. 

A’Beckett, Gilbert Abbott (edited by) 
—The Table Book. With 12 etchings 
and 100 woodcuts by George Cruik- 
shank. London, Punch Office, 1845. 
{Sotheran.] 

Abel-Remusat, M. [u-Kiao-Li : or, the 
Two Fair Cousins. A Chinese Novel. 
From the French Version of M. Abel- 
Remusat. 2 vols. London, Hunt & 
Clarke, 1827. ([Ingpen, Publisher’s 
advert., B.M.} 


from the original MSS. Discovered 
since the taking of Paris by the Allied 
Powers of Europe, and replete with 
Marvellous Coincidences. London, J. 
Ginger, 1814. [B.M., Quarterly Re- 
view, European Mag.]} 

Absent Man (The), A Narrative. Edited 
by Sir Peter Plastic, Knight of the 
Order of the Tower and Sword. Lon- 
don, Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy, 
1817. [B.M., New Monthly Mag.]} 

Abstract (The), a Character from Life. 
3 vols. 1796. [New Ann. Reg.) 

Academy (The), Or A Picture of Youth. 
With a frontispiece. London, J. 
Harris ; and Darton & Harvey ; and 
W. Berry, Edinburgh, 1808. [B.M.] 

Acceptance (The). 3 vols. 1810. 
[Monthly Mag.]} 

Accomplished Hypocrite (The), or 
Brass glitters more than Gold. A 
Moral Tale, founded on Facts. By 
A.D. 2 vols. London, A. K. New- 
man, 1822 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street 


LONDON, W.C.! 


169 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
21. | 
$7. | 
| 
| 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
rs, 
| 
| | 


170 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


the schools, was most successful and an advance of 
15,697 was recorded in the year’s issues. The Branch 
Library also had a very busy year. The activities of the 
Central Library are greatly hampered by inadequate 
accommodation, and it is highly creditable that such 
excellent results have been obtained. It will be neces- 
sary to extend, or reorganize, the lending department 
if the present quality of service is to be maintained. 
The Committee fully recognize the need for an adequate 
system of branch libraries, and have considered the 
queSstion with the result that the Borough Council have 
approved the eStablishment of three more district 
libraries. The provision of a separate junior depart- 
ment at the Central Library is a most pressing need. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Barwow. 


OF all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 

thaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 

ting together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


THE ORIGINAL ILIAD 

Text and Translation 

edited by 

ROBINSON SMITH. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth. pp. xvi., 246. 10s. 6d. net 
The Editor has undertaken the important 
task of restoring Homer’s [liad to its original 
form, by removing from it the spurious lines, 
which have grown around the poem through- 


out the centuries. Having carefully weighed 
both internal and external evidence, he finds 
that these additions represent about three- 
fourths of the poem. Thus purified the 
Iliad gains much in strength and beauty. 


HOMERIC STUDIES 
b 


ROBINSON SMITH. 
4to. Boards, cloth back. pp. 76. 10s. 6d net 


Contains references to the 9,000 Borrowed 
Lines and Half-lines in the Iliad together 
with their sources. 

“The principles on which you have pro- 
ceeded in separating the strata are, in my 
opinion, sound.”"—WaLTER 


GRAFTON & CO., 


Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


CiarkeE (J. J.) The Local Government of the 
United Kingdom and the Irish Free State, 
Ed. 11. 1937. Pitman. 15s. 

This is the second revision since the extensive 
re-writing of this text book in 1934. Whilst much of 
the text remains unaltered all changes in legislation up 
to July 1937, have been noted. There has been 
revision of detail throughout and the chapter on grants 
in aid has been revised to conform with the require 
ments of the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants. This book is largely used by Students, 
and any edition other than the latest may be misleading, 
although the two previous editions may satisfy the 
casual reader. 


Crerc (L. P.) Photography: Theory and 
Practice. Ed. 2. 1937. Pitman. 35s. 


The first English edition of this book appeared in 
1930, and the original French edition was revised in 
1934. Besides incorporating the new material of the 
French revision the advances of the last three years are 
also recorded so that there is scarcely a page without 
some alteration. The new material includes such topics 
as polarising filters, miniature cameras, built in 
automatic devices, photo-eleétric type meters, etc., ete. 
There has been extensive revision in the seétion devoted 
to colour photography, and accounts are given of the 
new Agfacolour and Kodachrome processes, in addi- 
tion to the working of screen-colour materials such as 
Dufracolour. This is undoubtedly the most modem 
and comprehensive text book on photography. 


Durrtn (H. C.) Thomas Hardy : a Study of the 
Wessex Novels, the Poems and the Dynasts, 
Ed. 3. 1937. Manchester University 
Press. 8s. 6d. 

This edition is not an amplification of the two 
earlier editions, but is practically a new book written 
from the viewpoint of middle age, whereas the firs 
edition was described by the late Professor Herford as 
“The impressions of a.young writer.” The text of 
1921 did not differ much from that of 1916, but now the 
book is much longer and the seétion on poetry especially 
has received much more comprehensive treatment. 


GwyYNne-V AUGHAN (H. C. 1.) and BARngs (B.) 
The Struéture and Development of the 
Fungi. Ed. 2. 1937. C.U.P. 18s. 

The present edition is some sixty pages longer than 
the first edition of 1927. The text has been completely 
reset and considerable changes and additions have been 
made as is evidenced by the numerous references of 
recent date in the forty-page bibliography. The book 
is for advanced Students and is especially notable for 
the excellent chapter on technique. 


Jenxs (Edward) The Government of the 
British Empire. Ed. 5. 1937. Murray. gs. 
First published in 1918 and last revised in 1929. 
The changes of the last nine years, which include the 


Statute of Westminster and the Government of India 
A@, are set out in a new chapter of some twenty pages. 
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Kearton (W. J.) Steam Turbine Operation. 
Ed. 3. 1937. Pitman. tras. 6d. 
Substantially the same text as the second edition 
of 1936. There are some additional notes and explana- 
tory matter in the seétion on regenerative feed heating. 
SHERINGTON (C. E. R.) The Economics of 
Rail Transport in Great Britain. Vol. 2. 
Rates and Service. Ed. 2. 1937. Arnold. 
12s. 6d. 


A fairly extensive revision of detail has been 
efleéted and although several hundred changes have 
been made the pagination remains exaétly as in the 1928 
edition. Volume one has not, as yet, been revised. 
SorHERN (J. W. M.) “ Verbal” Notes and 

Sketches. Ed. 13. 1937. Technical Press. 
50s. 

A considerable amount of new material has been 
introduced in conneétion with exhaust-turbine drives, 
refrigeration, water tube boilers, fire extinguishing 
systems, etc. The work is now published in two 
volumes. 

Warnock (F. V.) Strength of Materials. 
Ed. 3. 1937. Pitman. tos. 6d. 

First published in 1927 and last revised in 1935. 
The present edition is some fifteen pages longer than 
the second edition. The new matter includes several 
worked examples to illustrate formula, new problems 
from examination papers and fresh material on riveted 
joints subject to eccentric loading, and with the 
defle&tion of frameworks. 


Literary Note 

THE INTRODUCTION TO CLASSIFICATION was 
the first “‘ teachers’ and students’ manual ” 

the subject, and for twenty years has been oe 
Standard work. In its successive revisions 
it has been used by thousands of young 
librarians as the groundwork of their study. 

The work is so well-known that a lengthy 
description of it is unnecessary. The author 
laid down a series of simple ideal rules by 
which the making of a classification could be 
tested, and by this means placed the study of 
classification on lines which, with modifica- 
tions, it has followed to the present day. 

The work explains the purpose and uses 
of classification, expounds very simply the 
principles from classical logic according to 
which schemes can be made, and sets out 
in detail the parts of a library classification. 

A second part gives the history of the 
various schemes that have been proposed, in 
accordance with the author’s view that the 
best approach to modern schemes is through a 
knowledge of the circumstances in which they 
were developed. 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


Most of the principal 
Librarians use 


and recommend 


our service 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone Gerrard 5660 (fourteen lines) 


A third part deals with practice, the applica- 
tion of a scheme, the rules of classifying, and 
such vital matters as the classified catalogue, 
book-display, etc. 

A fourth part is a series of graduated exer- 
cises, meant to be used with the book through- 
out, ‘forming a competent course in praétical 
classification based upon the Dewey system. 

For the coming Fifth Edition, every chapter 
has been revised in the light of the very aétive 
work now being done here and in America, 
and explanations, and criticisms where neces- 
sary, of new theories have been included. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


Bonatta (Hanns) Bibliographie Der Breviere 
1501-1850. Leipzig, Hiersemann. RM. 32 
The well-known Viennese bibliographer has given 

us bibliographies of the Books of Hours and the Missals, 
and he now lays us under another obligation by pro- 
viding us with a bibliographical guide to the Breviaries 
from 1501 to-18s0. The 15th century Breviaries have 
of course been dealt with in the Gesamt Katalog, but 
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there has been little information available as to those of 
later date. The author has registered 2,891 items and 
has arranged them in three sections: the Roman 
Breviaries, Breviaries of Religious Orders and Breviaries 
of Dioceses. 
Each entry contains sufficient information to identify 
the work in question with full references to biblio- 
raphical descriptions of authorities. At the end is a 
St of abbreviations and four indexes by titles, dates, 
printers and publishers and countries of printing. 

I have noted a few omissions, but as I have no 
references to copies of these items I am pre to 
hear that there is some error and that either they 
occur in the bibliography under some other heading 
or that (and this is very likely) they are not Breviaries 
at all. My first note relates to a Breviarum Romanum 

tinted at Stockholm by Amund Laurentzoon in 1548 
“entirely in the Swedish language.”’ Then there is a 
Roman Breviary printed by Nic. le Roux for Rob. 
Valentin at Rouen in 1546. Another Roman book 
printed by the Giunta at Venice in 1585. A Paris 
edition of 1650 in 4 vols. Finally a Breviaire Romain, 
4 vols., prin at Lyons in 1745. “ The Rubrics are 
printed in French.” R.A.P. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. PUBLIC 
Documents, edited by J. K. Wilcox, with 
Archives and Libraries, edited by A. F. 
Kuhlman. Chicago A.L.A. $3.25. 

Reprints of papers presented at the 1937 conference 
of the A.L.A. The seé&ion on Public Documents is 
divided into two parts, “‘ Federal State and General 
Problems ”’ and “* Municipal and Foreign Documents.” 
The question of how to with public documents of 
all kinds is fully dealt with, and the problems which 
they present to public libraries are propounded and an 
attempt is made to solve them. The seétion dealing 
with archives and archive work follows quite naturally 
on this, and English Librarians will find it a useful 
means of gauging the comparative State of archive work 
in this country and the United States. 


Bookx-Aucrion Rscorps, Vol. 34, Part 4; 
Stevens & Stiles. 30s. net per annum. 

This part of the famous B.A.R. contains 2,377 
entries covering fully the August Sales and the index 
for the four parts issued from ber, 1936, to August, 
1937. Inmall 13,275 Records. 


JAHRESBERICHT der Preussischen Staatsbib- 
— 1935. Berlin, De Gruyter. 

rt of the Prussian State - 1935 
NT what a Report of the kind 
addition to the ordinary Statistics and records it a. 
details of the two great series now being published 
under the auspices of the Library. First the general 
catalogue of incunabula which reached its seventh 
volume (Coni—Dati) during the year and the general 
catalogue of German Libraries of which the eighth 
volume completing the letter A was published. 


Krabbe (Dr. Wilhelm) Kurzgefasstes Lehrbuch 
der Bibliotheksverwaltung. Leipzig, Ein- 
kaufshaus fur Buchereien. RM. 2.50. 

A concise German work on Libraries oy tes their 
administration. Contains chapters on buildings, funds 


accessions, ogy , the printing of catalo; 

charging system, the reading room and featittics con 

cerning various sides of library work. There is a good 
index. One of a series published by the Berlin School 
of Librarianship. The author is Direétor of the Berlin 

State Library. 

THE Liprary Association. Readers’ Guides, 
The Library Association County Libraries 
Seétion. 3d. each vol. 

This useful little series of handbooks of works 
available in County Libraries for Students of special 
Studies began last year with the publication of a guide 
to books on religion. Since then the subjeéts dealt 
with month by month have been: Post-War Eu 
Agriculture, Engineering, Handi 
Modern Poetry, Psychology, and Engineering. The 
series is well arranged and printed and is a venture 
which deserves all credit and success. 

THe Liprary Association YEAR Book, 1938. 
Frontis. Library Association. 2s. 6d. to 
members. 

The Library Association Yearbook contains a 
wealth of material presented in the usual form. The 
volume is increased by some sixteen pages and the lit 
of members has grown considerably. One seétion is 
missing from the contents, namely, the Outline of the 
next Examination Syllabus, which is still under dis- 
cussion. The new President is Mr. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, whose induétion took place on January 17th, 
and an excellent portrait of this well-known Librarian 
forms the frontispiece to the volume. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND. Carty¥ 
(James) Bibliography of Irish History, 
1912-1921. Stationery Office. 6s. net. 

We have here a most valuable work for the modem 
historian of Ireland. Not only is the great colleétion 
in the National Library fully set out and indexed, but 
an introduétion and chronology occupying 38 PP. 
gives a clear view of the principal events and tragic 
occurrences of this critical period in Irish history 


RANGANATHAN (S. R.) Prolegomena to Library 
Classification. Madras, Madras Library 
Association ; (London, Goldston). 10s. 6d. 


net. 

This work on Classification is —— adapted 
to the needs of the Indian Library System and the 
author has done the profession a service by expounding 
in suitable form for a large circle of Students and others 
schemes which will facilitate them becoming adapt in 
the art of classifying the books under their charge. 
Mr. Ran has already written several volumes 
on Library Administration, and this one will add to his 
reputation as an experienced worker in his own field. 
Vorstius (Dr. Joris) Internationaler Jahres- 

bericht der Bibliographie. The Year's 
Work in Bibliography. Siebenter Jahrgang, 
1936. Leipzig, Harrassowitz. 

This excellent resumé of the bibliographical works 
published during the year has reached its seventh issue 
which deals with the year 1936. With very few excep- 
tions the works appearing in volume form are des 
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cribed and the a yee and student is provided 
with another useful tool. 


Waptes (Douglas) People and Print. Social 
Aspects of Reading in the Depression. 
U.S.A., University of Chicago Press ; (Lon- 
don, Cambridge University Press). 7s. net. 

An immense amount of Statistical data has been 
used in the compilation of this work, which is an 
attempt towards the formulation of a sociology of 
reading. Librarians in this country may possibly feel 
that the results gained are not commensurate with the 
energy expended, and that the conclusions drawn are 
rather arbitrary, but they cannot deny the care and 
exactitude which has been lavished on the work. After 
a general survey of the problem of Reading as a field 
for research, the book goes on to deal with what is 
published, bow it is distributed to the readers, and who 
these readers are. In conclusion there is an “ Overview 
and Summary.” 

WitaKer’s ALMANACK, 1938. Frontis. 
Whitaker. Library Edition, 12s. 6d. net. 
Complete Edition, 6s. net. Abridged 
Edition, 3s. net. 

This is the seventieth Annual Volume of the 
indispensable reference work to which we turn for 
reliable information of every kind. It is of particular 
interest, recording as it does, the Abdication of King 
Edward VIII. and the Accession and Coronation of 
King George VI. Many additions have been made to 
the seétions allotted to Government Offices, and the 
Statistical information has been strengthened by the 
inclusion of commercial and economic tables bearing 
upon the problems of the day. Affairs at home and in 
Foreign Countries are dealt with, up-to-date information 
being given on the struggle in the Far East. The latest 
information is given with regard to such subjeéts as 
Television, Gliding, ——— re, Rocket Flight, 
Films and Broadcasting. ndex has been extended 
and contains 30,000 


GENERAL. 


Brrcx (J. H. S.) Denmark in History. Illus. 


Murray. 135s. net. 

Denmark has played a © part in the histo: vd 
Burope and in the affairs of country. Yet 
is not a great deal of literature about the country with 
which we have so many ties. Mr. Birch’s book sets 
out to tell the Story of Denmark from prehistoric times 
down to the present day. He does so in a straight- 
forward manner which will please the student who is 
looking for the facts plainly stated. There are numerous 
illustrations from prints and photographs. 
Biyron (W. J.) We Are Observed. A Mirror 

to English Charaéter. Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

“ Piquant tit-bits” and “ significant passages ” 
are among the phrases used by the publishers to des- 
cribe this fw # sso of descriptions of English char- 
afters by the great writers, Starting with Chaucer and 
ending up round about Conrad. Mr. Blyton has 
chosen his tit-bits and passages with considerable 
cleverness and his comments on them are often to the 
point, but they remain “ tit-bits ” for all that. 


BUCHANAN-JARDINE (Sir John) Hounds of the 
World, Foreword by The Duke of Beaufort. 
Eight coloured plates from paintings by 
Baron Karl Reille, twelve coloured plates 
from paintings by T. Ivester Lloyd. Methuen. 
30S. net. 

Sir John, who is an experienced M.F.H. and an 
acknowledged authority on the subje&, has written a 
work which will surely remain the standard one for a 
long while to come. After a short introduétion to the 
subje& he deals successively with all the various breeds 
of French, English and American hounds. Each seétion 
contains illustrations, in colours, from line drawings, 
and from photographs. 

Burton (W. F. P.) How They Live in Congo- 
land. An account of the Character and 
Customs of this Most Interesting Race, and 
efforts to win them for Christ. Illus. 
Pickering. 2s. net. 

A book of Missionary work among the Luban 
Forests of Central Africa, and the effe& of religion on 
the natives. The illustrations are from photographs 
and the book contains much interesting information 
on native life and customs. 

Crotit (Robert Henderson) Wide Horizons. 
Wanderings in Central Australia. Illus. 
Australia, Angus & Robertson; (London, 
Australian Book Co.). 9s. 6d. net. 

A well written and well illustrated account of 
travels in the centre of Australia. The author visited 
the opal and mica diggings and penetrated into many 
remote spots, mixing with the Aborigines and learning 
to understand their ideas and way of life. 


C.W.W. Relativity and Robinson. A Treatise 
for very simple people. Technical Press. 
3s. 6d. net. 

A discussion of relativity, however elementary, 
which has no mathematical formule in it may shock 
the scientific pundits ; but it will rejoice the heart of 
the ordinary man. And as this book is designed . for 
the inquiring layman, all is well. After reading it he 
will feel that he knows a lot about relativity, which is 
what the author intended. 


Forp (Charles Bradley) The Coloured Counties. 
A Short Survey of the English Landscape 
and its Antiquities. With 92 illus. from 
Dufaycolor Photographs, ee in 
Colour Photogravure. Batsford. 8s. 6d. net. 

A beautifully illustrated work with reproduétions 

in colour from colour photographs. Every part of 
England is and the result is remarkably 
effe€tive. book has not already been a wide- 
spread Chodnies gift, it will certainly be suitable for 
springtime, as it contains — glim of the English 
landscape in glowing colours with suitable accom- 
panying text. 

Garpner (Horace J.) and Farren (Patricia) 
Courtesy Book. A Short Course in Polite 
Behaviour for Use in Schools, Churches and 
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Individual Homes. Foreword by Grace 
Livingston Hill. Illus. by Katherine 
Haviland-Taylor. Philadelphia, Lippincott. 
48. 6d. net. 

There are all sorts of good hints in this little book, 
which is intended to explain the principles of polite 
behaviour. “ Courtesy after all,” says the author, “ is 
consideration for others and the rights of others,” and 
she shows how to play the rules of the game. The 
silhouette headings are attractive. 


Guen (A. R.), assisted by Crorr (N. A. C.) 
Under the Pole Star. The Oxford University 
Arétic Expedition, 1935-6. 48 plates, 22 
maps and diagrams. Methuen. 258. net. 

A detailed account of the experiences of the 
Oxford University Arctic Expedition during its four- 
teen months on the verge of the Polar Ocean. A full 
description of day-to-day life and adventures is given 
and there are many excellent illustrations and maps, 
which make this a satisfying book. 


Homer. The Original Iliad. Text and Trans- 
lation. Edited by Robinson Smith. Grafton. 
10s. 6d. net. 


Sarru (Robinson) Homeric Studies. Grafton. 


tos. 6d. net. 

The editor has undertaken the important task of 
restoring Homer’s Iliad to its original form, by remov- 
ing from it the spurious lines, which have grown around 
the poem throughout the centuries. Having carefully 
weighed both internal and external evidence, he finds 
that these additions represent about three-fourths of 
the poem. Thus purified, the [liad gains much in 
Strength and beauty. The volume contains the Greek 
text of the Original Iliad and a line-for-line translation 
in harmonious English prose, and thus can serve as a 
text-book in schools and colleges. The Homeric Studies 
is a companion-volume of references to the 9,000 
Borrowed Lines and Half-Lines in the [iad together 
with their sources. Mr. Robinson Smith spent many 
years of Study in solving the Homeric question, and the 
great authority, Walter Leaf, wrote of his researches, 
“The principles on which you have proceeded in 
separating the Strata are, in my opinion, sound.” 


Hortu (A. C.) 101 Things for the Handyman 
to do. A Book of Praétical Dire&tions. Illus. 
Batsford. 5s. net. 

For the man who likes to do things about the 
house in his spare time, such as making picture frames, 
gilding, passe-partouting, mending crockery, ee 
ing scissors, etc. Illustrated with helpful diagrams and 
photographs. 

Mrpp.eton (C. H.) With C. H. Middleton in 
Your Garden. Allen & Unwin. js. net. 

All those who have listened to Mr. Middleton 
with his cheery voice delivering his wireless talks 
on Sunday afternoons, will welcome the o; — 
of seeing more of them in book form. The talks whi 
were delivered between April, 1936, and April, 1937, 
carry the reader right ae the gardening year 
dealing with the p: each season in turn. 


Namier (L. B.) Additions and Correétions to 
Sir John Fortescue’s Edition of the Corre- 
mdence of King George the Third 
(Vol. I.). Manchester University Press, 
ros. 6d. net. 

Professor Namier, who is Professor of History at 
MancheSter, found that his most important source book 
for his special classes was Fortescue’s edition of 
George IIL.’s letters. He also found that Fortescue 
had made errors in transcribing, dating and arranging 
then. He has therefore now published the emendations 
and correétions which he has made to Fortescue, and 
has put all scholars greatly in his debt. 


Pace (Leo) Crime and the Community. 
Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author has spent many years of his life in close 
conneétion with the law and the administration of 
justice in this country, and is therefore well qualified 
to write on the subject. His book is divided into three 
seétions, first dealing with the history and theory of 
punishment, next with the actual praétice of the law in 
England to-day, and lastly some temperate and careful 
suggestions for reform. 

PowELL (Michael) 200,000 Feet on Foula, 
Illus. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

This account of five months on one of the mos 
lonely of the Scottish Islands, making the film, “ The 
Edge of the World,” is thrilling reading. The first 
task, no mean one, was to get permission to take the 

hotographs, and one adventure followed another 
ore the work was done. At the last, the film party 
was marooned on the island and only rescued with 
difficulty. The photographic reproduétions are excel- 
lent, but their legends take some finding. 


QuENNELL (Marjorie and C. H. B.) A History 
of Everyday Things in England. Done in 
four volumes of which this is the second. 
1500 to 1799. Illus. Batsford. 8s. 6d. net. 

This is the third edition of the second volume of 
this Standard work which has brought about some- 


thing of a revolution in the teaching of history. It 
contains some new matter and several new illustrations. 


RouGHEAD (William) The Seamy Side. Frontis. 
Cassell. tos. 6d. net. 

Mr. Roughead has developed the trick of re-telling 
these sordid old trials, and brought it to the Status of a 
fine art. With what gusto and pawky humour does he 
re-tell the Story of Hutchison , the Doom of 
Lady Warriston, the abduétion of Lady Henrietta 
Berkeley, and many others equally so: but less 
notorious. 

ScHNEIDER (Manfred) Goya. A Portrait of 
the Artist as a Man. Illus. Werner Laurie. 
6d. net. 

A long fiétionised biography of the life of the 
great Spanish painter, written in a popular bright 
manner ; illustrated with reproductions of his paintings 


and etchin, There has been a revival in the interest 
in Goya’s life and work and this book should prove 
acceptable to those who wish to know something about 
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him, without having recourse to textbooks which con- 
centrate solely on his merits as an artist. 

Spinka (Matthew) Christianity Confronts Com- 
munism. Gifford. 7s. 6d. net. 

A short work on the confli& between Christianity 

and godless communism and the steps which leaders of 

iin must take if they are to overcome this opposition 


to their teachings. The author is the librarian and an 
assistant professor at the Chicago Theological Seminary. 


Westaway (FP. W.) Obsessions and Convictions 
of the Human Intelle&. Illus. Blackie. 


10s. 6d. net. 
The author touches many aspeéts of contem- 

rary thought in his long book. He discusses the 
influence which such misleading beliefs as astrology, 
witchcraft and alchemy and such delusions as the 
idea of perpetual motion and the squaring of the 
circle, have had on human progress. He then proceeds 
to discuss the validity of some modern creeds, such as 
the fourth dimension and other topics in science and 
philosophy which are still being debated. 
Witv (Roland) Macnab, The Last Laird. 

Illus. Methuen. 12s. 6d. net. 

The story of an aStonishing bypath in the histo 
of colonisation. Archibald MacNab, the 13th laird, 
was a rascal and a rake, but a great "and dominating 
character. The Story of how he emigrated to Canada 
and bamboozled the Canadian Government into 

ting almost feudal rights over the hapless settlers 
fe had persuaded to come with him, makes good 
reading. 

Woopwarp (W. E.) A New American His- 
tory. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

A refreshing and genuinely “new” history of 
America from the reign of Henry VIIL down to the 
reign of the plutocrats during the Hoover administra- 
tion. 726 pages of closely printed text tell the story 
vividly in a manner which p so not pall, and a good 
index makes the book valuable for reference. It would 
have been asking too much to have wished for a few 
illustrations seeing that the price of the book is only 
12s. 6d., but they would have added greatly to its 
interest. 

Woorron (Barbara) Lament for Economics: 


Allen and Unwin. 6s. net. 

Mrs. Wooton goes further than the mere criticism 
of contemporary orthodox economics which she 
compares to the senseless discussions of the medieval 
schoolmen. She makes constructive suggestions and 
it is these suggestions which are the most interesting 
part of her Stimulating book. 


FICTION. 
Duruam (David) The Girl Who Dated. 
7s. 6d. net. 


rogramme seller comes into a fortune of two 
bundsed and fifty thousand pounds and immediately 
sees a way of getting rid of a hundred thousand by 
saving a man she has seen in the Stalls of the theatre 
from being hammered on ‘Change. She stipulates that 
he should marry her in return for this service. Accept 
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this situation and the book is good reading, for the 
heroine does some extraordinary financial deals, over- 
comes every difficulty, and comes to happiness at last. 


Essex (Richard) Lessinger Laughs Last. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 
\ Story about a beer-bottle containing a fortune, 
a racketeer, a murderer, and Slippery Anne, a woman 
of the gang. McGoorty of Scot Yard has a very 
trying time with the redoubtable Lessinger and his 
lady friend, the attractive Serpolet. 


Frome (David) The Guilt is Plain. Longmans, 
Green. 7s. 6d. net. 

The dust jacket of the latest David Frome shows a 
young woman with a blood-stained knife in her hand 
Standing over a dear old lady who has obviously been 
Stabbed, and, as the title says, the guilt is plain. But is 
it? Mr. Pinkerton’s adventures at Brighton prove the 
opposite in an exciting tale. 

Giyper (John) Any Port. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A farcical story in which Jimmy Denton and 
Christine Worpledon-Vane play at cross purposes with 
one another, but finally heal a long feud between two 
households, called respectively Poonah and Karachi. 


Linpsay (Kathleen) Dangerous Madonna. 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Alan Wayland first met Chrysanthe Charles when 
he was on secret service work in Constantinople during 
the war. They fell in love and when he narrowly 
escaped with his life he believed that she had been shot. 
Years later in India his daughter falls in love with 
Chrysanthe’s son and she comes once more into his 
life. Quite a good yarn for the unsophisticated 
MacpouGatt (Daniel) Ian of the Burdens. 

Rich & Cowan. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of “‘ Savage Confli@” has written 
another work about Scotland which will enhance his 
reputation. This time the scene is laid in the islands of 
WeStern Scotland among the simple fisherfolk. There 
is something true and lifelike in these charaéters who 
work out their destinies to their logical conclusion. 
The book is printed on a coloured paper rather trying 
to the eyes. 


Martyn (Wyndham) The Marrowby Myth. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Christopher Bond, the criminologist, has been 
ordered a rest at the seaside by his do&tor, but does he 
get it? Not he! A queer fellow of the name of 
Alfred Lott turns up and puts a spoke in his wheel, 
but after much adventure the villains of the piece are 
unmasked. 


MerepirH (Anne) The Showman. Faber. 


8s. 6d. net. 

This is an ambitious novel in which Life with a 
capital L is depiéted as a showman and an old woman 
of seventy records her experiences. She runs the “ Bago’ 
Nails,” an inn in a thriving country town, before the 
war, but tragedy comes into her life and after a number 
of vicissitudes, and alternatin and downs, she 
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Ryan (R. R.) The Subjugated Beast. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

One of the chapters in this book is called “ Lessons 
in Morbid Psychology,” and that is its theme ; but it 
is handled in a highly unpleasant and sensational way. 
The author and those readers who enjoy his books are 
surely themselves obje& lessons in morbid psychology. 


Seron (Graham) The K Code Plan. Rich & 
Cowan. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another myStery Story by the author of the 
W. Plan and on the same lines. A little lacking in the 
original verve, perhaps, but Still an exciting and sensa- 
tional yarn with Colonel Grant doing wonders as 
usual, so that it is hard to believe him now really dead. 
Tempe (Robin) Maureen of the Islands. 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A romantic Story in which Phil Kendal falls in 
love with an untamed and mysterious sea-witch called 
Maureen. She follows him to London and is sadly 
disillusioned but at the last they come together again, 
after much misunderStanding. 

ULLMANN (Richard) The Property of a Gentle- 
man. Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

A cleverly worked-out and well-written story of 
parental possessiveness which brings its own punish- 
ment. The psychology is morbid in tendency with the 
Strong flavour of unpleasantness which is becoming 
too prevalent in many of the novels of the day. 


JUVENILE. 


Coss (Ruth) Adventure at the Dial House. 

Illus. by the Author. Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

John, Betty and Peter live in the old Dial House 

and people it with the children who used to live there 

in the sixteenth century. This gives them a fund of 
interesting games of pretence. 

Frankuin (Addie) Little Black Spillikins. 
Illus. by M. Forster Knight. Pitman. 
2s. 6d. net. 

A Story about a small pig who lives a charmed 
and adventurous life. Young children will love Little 
Black Spillikins, as he is called, and his mischievous but 
attractive ways. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 
GREY OWL’S Farewell to the Children of the British 
Isles. Intended to be broadcast in the Children’s Hour, 
December 20th, 1937. Lovat Dickson, 1d.—INNES 
(T. Christie) Thrilling Voices of the Past. The Resur- 
reéted Past Lights up the Bible. Illus. Pickering, 2s. 6d. 
net.—M’INTYRE (David M.) Christ the Life. A Series 
of Brief Studies on The Believer’s Life in Christ. 
Pickering, 1s. net.—PITT (F. W.) Windows on the 
World. A Record of the Life of Alfred H. Burton. 
Frontis. Pickering, 2s. 6d. net.—TITTERTON (C. H.) 
Arab and Jew in Prophecy and History. Pickering, 
6d. net. 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN. 


Vol. 1, Nos. 1 and yy ee Catalo; 
No. 416, English Foreign Books.—BOS 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Eighty-Fifth Annual Report of the TruStees of the 
Public Library of the City of a 1936.— 
BULLETIN of the American Library Association, 
January, 1938.—FICTION for Library Readers, 
February, 1938.--THE LIBRARIAN, January, 1937.— 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, January, 
1938.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, January 1, 
January 15th, 1938.—MEDICINE, January, 1938.— 
MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the Boston Public 
Library, January, 1938. — NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES, November, December, 1937.—ST. 
LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY Monthly Bulletin, 
November-December, 1937.—-SCIENCE PROGRESS, 


January, 1938——THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN, 
December, 1937. 
Correspondence 


20th January, 1938. 
The Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor vp. 
Sir, 
SUBJECT DEPARTMENTS. 
Eratosthenes States (Letters on our Affairs) 
that when I recommend a popular department 
it follows that subjects are separated even in a 
departmentalised library, but that isn’t so. 
With the exception of hail and farewell fiétion 
all the books in the popular department are 
represented by copies in the departments of 
the main library. 
Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 
Public Libraries, 
Edinburgh. 


Jan. 15th, 1938. 
The Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor vp. 

Sir,—I am glad that “ Euripides” was 
staggered by the contention that “ Southerners 
won’t travel even reasonable distances for 
any kind of meeting.” [See “ Letters on our 
Affairs,” December, 1937, issue.] 

At the last meeting of the Devon and 
Cornwall Division of the Association of 
Assistant Librarians, held at the Exeter City 
Library on January 12th, members were 
present from such places as Barnstaple, Buck- 
fastleigh, Newton Abbot, Paignton, and 
Plymouth. These towns are situated 40, 23, 
16, 26 and 44 miles from Exeter respectively. 

It might be amusing to see one of his high 
powered Londoners trying to “ hurtle ” from 
Exeter to Barnstaple after such a meeting, 
The last train leaves at 6.26 p.m. 

Yours, etc., 


City Library, Exeter. C. Harrts. 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 

By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 
Including the Artists of all Countries, and both past and present painters, sculptors, engravers, 
etchers, illustrators. 
In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 
names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 
Mallett’s * Th the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on contem 
names. ¢ author has had the of museums and dealers in 
— oo co-operation bringing 
Maliet’s Index belongs on the desks of museums, reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 
art galleries and coileciors. 
MA TT’S means minutes rather than hours when facts on artists are desired. 
Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 50/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION, 
A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT — 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STA 
BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 
Curer, Periopicats Division, New York Pusiic LIBRARY. 
This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 


of titles for purchase. The list does not aim to be exhaustive, but its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, especially in England, 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 55/- net 


THE BOOKMAN’'S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
Fourts Epirion. 

to all buyers of 

It is an eiedectten & to book knowledge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 
the whole field of reading and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
field of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, essays, etc. British, Russian, French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. All the books of each author are listed in chronological order by 
date cf publication. Publisher and price are given. 22/6 


FAMOUS LITERARY PRIZES AND THEIR WINNERS 


By BESSIE GRAHAM 


A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion and 
description of the character and details of over 60 prize awards given to books, followed bya 
listing of the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 


cloth, size 5§ by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in the British Empire and Burope for the books of the R. R, Bowher Co., Mew York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C4. 
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CHIVERS’ 
QUICKSEEN ” 
PERIODICAL CASES 


Front board composed entirely 
of transparent non-inflammable, a 
unbreakable material, rendering 
the whole of the front cover of 


the magazine visible. 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS AND 
RANGE OF COLOURS AVAILABLE 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LIMITED 
Bookbinders & Booksellers 


PORTWAY, BATH 


‘Printed by Franx Jucnzs Lrv., 8 & 9 St. Mary’s Row, Birmingham 4; 
and Published for the Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 31 Great Russell Street, London, W.C,1 


\ 
$ . 
4 
is 
q 
awe 
4 
4 
a 
4 
at 
=> 


— 


